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The Unitarian Church of Underwood 
is a welcoming community of 

diverse people where our 
celebration of life and common 

search for meaning bind us 
together. 

Unitarian Church of 
Underwood 

PO Box 58, 206 North Main Street 
Underwood 

Phone: 218/826-6553 
Website: www.ucofu.org 

www.facebook.com/www.ucofu.org 
 

 

 

Sunday Services 10 a.m. 
November 3 - Ken Pentel, “A 
Glimpse of the Past…” 
November 10 – Rev. Stefan 
Jonasson, “Bread and Circuses”  
November 17 – Bob Worner, 
“Leading UU Principle #4… 
November 24 – Liz Kappuola, “Caring 
for our Neighbor.” 

 

 
 

http://www.ucofu.org/
http://www.facebook.com/www.ucofu.org


Daylight Savings Time Ends Nov 3 – Fall back the clocks one hour! 

 November 2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  
 

2  

3 Ken Pattel, 

“A Glimpse of 

the Past…” 

Make-up Class 

Ancient 
Religions 8:45-
9:45 am 
Children’s RE 
10-11 am #300 
Mindfulness 

Sitting 9:15-

9:45 am #300 

4  
 

 

 

AA 7 PM 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10 Rev. Stefan 

Jonasson, 

“Bread and 

Circuses” 

Ancient 
Religions Adult 
RE 8:45-9:45 
am 
Children’s RE 
10-11 am 
Mindfulness 

Sitting 9:15-

9:45 am #300 

11  
 

 

 

 

 

AA 7 PM 

12 Battle 

Lake/Underwood 

U Group @ 

Bergs @ 3 p.m. 
 

13 Alexandria 
U-Group: 2nd 
Wed @ 7:00 pm 
@ Widseth, 
Smith & Nolting 
Office Bldg., 

 
 

14 Perham U 
Group @ Stan 
Carignan’s 6:30 
p.m.  

 
 

15  
 

16  
 

17 Bob Worner 

“Leading UU 

Principle #4 

Adult RE 8:45-
9:45 am. 
Children’s RE 
10-11 am #300 
Mindfulness 

Sitting 9:15-

9:45 am #300 

18  
 

 

 

 

AA 7 PM 

19  
 

20 Board of 

Directors 

Meeting 5:30 

pm 

 
 

21 Fergus Falls 

U Group @ Diana 

Ziesemer’s @ 

6:30 p.m. 

 
 

22  
 

23 Celebration 

of Life Liz 

Sweder 2 pm @ 

Broen Home, 

Light & Life 

Auditorium 
 

24 – Liz 
Kappuola, 
“Caring for our 
Neighbor” 
Adult RE 8:45-
9:45 am. 
Children’s RE 
10-11 am #300 
Mindfulness 

Sitting 9:15-

9:45 am #300 
 

25  
 

 

 

AA 7 PM 

26  
 

27  
 

28  

 

29  
 

30  
 



Speakers Coming in November 
November 3 – Ken Pentel, “A Glimpse of the Past, a Snapshot of the Present, a Vision for the 
Future” - How the Genuine Progress Indicator can guide us to restore our relationship with the 
Earth and improve the prospects for democracy.  
 
Ken will talk about the Minnesota Genuine Progress Indicator: HF1662, and what this means for 
the health of our communities, democracy, and Earth; as well as his participation at a recent 
gathering in the Black Hills and upcoming Bretton Woods IV gathering in New Hampshire.  
 Alternative: Economic Signal’s: How the Genuine Progress Indicator Improves the Prospects for 
Democracy. 
 
Note:  One-hour discussion following service.   
 
November 10 – Stefan Jonasson, “Bread and Circuses.” In ancient Rome, the state sought to 
pacify the people by feeding large groups of citizens and then distracting them with 
entertainment – such as feeding Christians to the lions and other such “sports.”  In his Satire, 
the Roman poet Juvenal called this practice “bread and circuses.”  How much has really 
changed since then?  It seems that the principalities and powers of modern times still offer 
bread and circuses to distract the masses, so that we won’t notice their failure to offer peace, 
order and good government….not to mention justice. 
 
November 17 – Bob Worner, “Leading UU Principle #4,  A Free and Responsible Search for 
Truth and Meaning.”  We are free, but that means we have a responsibility in regard to our 
search for truth and meaning. 
 
November 24 – Liz Kappuola, “Caring for our Neighbor.” Liz Kuoppala, Executive Director of 

MAHUBE-OTWA Community Action Partnership, will provide a local update on President 

Johnson’s War on a Poverty.  Liz will share her own journey from poverty to advocacy as well as 

the ebbs and flows, successes and setbacks of the anti-poverty movement locally and 

nationally.  Liz lives in rural Erhard with her wife and chickens and goats. 

 
Monthly Greeting from Board President, Kris Warhol 

Seven of the ten Board members participated in a workshop conducted 
by Kathy Burek* of the UUA on October 5, 2019.  These Board members 
were enthusiastic about their learnings clarifying the role and 
responsibilities of the Board of Directors.  We learned that:   
● Governance is about mission, strategy, and oversight. 
 ● Ministry is about program, service delivery, implementation, and 

other day-to-day work of the congregation.  
 ● The board is responsible for protecting the organization from harm: legal, financial, 
reputational  
● The board is responsible for vision and mission.   

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2127379117525249&set=a.1376262922636876&type=3&source=11&referrer_profile_id=100007595434238


● The congregation’s mission should guide everything the board and committees do.  
● Clear boundaries between board work and committee work are essential. 
 ● In a small congregation, board members are also committee members. Be clear about the 
role you are playing in any given instance.  
● If the board doesn’t do governance, no other entity will.    
 
We went on to learn that the Board is the: 
Mission Keeper: The Board is responsible for keeping the mission alive and at work in the 
congregation.   
Accountable Entity: The Board is accountable to the congregation; the congregation is 
accountable to the mission. For a religious organization, the mission is usually “a changed 
human being.” 
Strategic Planner: Closely related to keeping the mission/vision is ensuring that there is a 
process for developing a plan to attain the mission and monitoring that plan. 
Policy-Setter: The Bylaws of a congregation provide the basics of the governance structure. 
They usually take more time and effort to amend, so boards adopt policies which provide more 
detail, but which allow for flexibility. By providing general guidelines, policies help the board 
make consistent and fair decisions. 
 
Kathy noted to us that she sees the Unitarian Church of Underwood as: 

• Having an excellent five-year strategic plan that is our blue-print for growth.  

• Thriving after 130 years.   

• Changing people's lives in becoming "Human Beings".  

• Holding ourselves and this congregation accountable for future generations.  

• Being a beloved community. 

• Holding true the heritage, traditions, and ideals of Unitarian Universalism.  

• Asking whose lives can we wish to change and in what way.  

• Acting in the spirit of life, love and the holy.  
 
Seven of the ten Board Member attended the workshop.  Some comments: 
Alison Francis found the workshop valuable because of the: “reminders to let committees and 
task forces do their work, reminders for the board to work within their scope, and reminders 
that our combined efforts must be tied to the defined mission, goals, and growth of UCU.”  
 
John Minge commented that, “It was a worthwhile activity and was very well received by those 
who were able to attend. The trainer gave us a better understanding of the nature of the role of 
the board than we had before.  And she suggested several tools that the board can use to make 
itself more effective.”  
 
Ron Roller says, “I really like the information on using a covenant to open all meetings. It establishes 
ground rules for how we interact with each other. One of the covenants we have used in the last few 
meetings was to assume that everyone here wants what is best for the church (UCU) and keep the best 
interests of the church at heart.” 
 



Covenant of Guiding Values: 
 Treat everyone with respect 
 Assume that everyone here wants what is best for UCU 
 Speak for yourself, not for others 
 Use “I” statements 
 Support and encourage everyone’s participation 
 Keep the best interests of UCU at heart 

  

*Kathy Burek is an active volunteer at many levels of our Unitarian Universalist Association. She 
is a member of the Unitarian Universalist Board of Trustees. Kathy also served as a board 
member of the International Women’s Convocation, an international organization of UU women 
working to empower women. Kathy was a member of the UUA’s Employee Benefits Trust Board, 
and chaired the board 3 times. In her role as President of the Prairie Star District, she was 
elected President of the District Presidents’ Association, and was part of the team that led to the 
creation of the MidAmerica Region. Kathy was then elected to the first MidAmerica Region 
Board.  In her home congregation, Michael Servetus Unitarian Society, Kathy served in many 
leadership positions in Fridley, MN, including President of the Board. Kathy received the UUA 
President’s Award for Volunteer Service in 2014. Professionally, Kathy retired from a career as a 
facilitator, strategic planner, and project manager for Advanced Strategies, Inc. She was 
Assistant Commissioner of Employee Insurance for the State of Minnesota, a division manager 
for the Minnesota Department of Health, and a legislative staffer.  
 

Window Restoration Progress 
Temporary covers are in place while the windows 

are being restored with added storm windows.  

New windows that open & close and are more 

energy efficient should be in place before real 

winter sets in.  Thank the Facility Committee:  

Susan Groff, Chair; Darryl Booker, Katy Olson & Kris 

Warhol with help by John Shaw.   

Because We Mean It, Robert Marshall, 73 Voices, 1972 
May those who follow after us sense our happiness, our involvement, our feelings of self-worth 
and group accomplishment. May we share with them not only our fears and uncertainties, but 
also the style with which we face down our troubles and shortcomings. Whether in laughing 
bravado or in steadfast determination, may we leave examples of endurance, of wisdom, of joy, 
and of compassion. From our persistent stance, may those who follow learn of bravery and 
generous living. 

Life has a sweetness and a charm, for all its manifold failures and shortcomings and torments. A 
few years of peace, a few crusts of bread, a few words of love- and even the most pessimistic 
want to run the risk of life. It takes so little to make us happy, and so much to make us sad. If 
this were not so, the human race long since would have given up! We are here because we have 
not given up.  We are here to continue to risk all for life. We are here because we mean it!  



Stay  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Newsletter Submissions due prior to  
Issuance the 1st of each month 

Please submit your ideas, articles and photos to:   
maryanderson8380@msn.com    
Editing: Stephanie Sanderson  
Emailing/mailing: Ellen Eastby and Mary Anderson    
Website:  Ellen Eastby 
Facebook:  Melody Shores  
Photos courtesy of Norm Kolstad & credited others. 
Credited Articles 
 
Note: Send Announcements for church bulletin and 
monthly newsletter to Mary Anderson 
@maryanderson8380@msn.com.  She forwards for 
inclusion in the www.ucofu.org and Facebook Page. 

 
Newsletter comes out on the 1st of each month via 
email.  They are also posted at www.ucofu.org. 
 

“Like” UCU on Facebook:  see 

www.facebook.com/www.ucofu.org 

 
 

Contact Mary Anderson @218/346-6638 or 

maryanderson8380@msn.com for Sunday 

announcements.  Contact Kris Warhol @ 218/205-

1644 or mwarhol7up@gmail.com for local media 

notifications.   

Sunday Talks available via 
PodCasts @ soundcloud.com/user-

927528278 

U Group Schedule 
(Meetings Monthly) 

• Alexandria U-Group: 2nd Wed @ 7:00 pm @ 
the office building of Widseth, Smith & 
Nolting Office Bldg., 610 Fillmore, 
Alexandria: Facilitators:  Lee Becker/Susan 
Sanford 

• Battle Lake U Group, the 2nd Tuesday @ 
3:00 p.m. home of Steve & Linda Berg  
Facilitators:  Bob Worner/ Joanne Cress/Kris 
Warhol.   

• Fergus Falls U-Group: 3rd Thursday @ 6:30 
pm @ Diana Ziesemer’s, 934 W. Linden St., 
Fergus Falls.  Facilitator:  Melody Shores.   

• Perham U-Group: 2nd Thursday @ 6:30 p.m. 
@ Stan Carignan’s. Facilitator: Stan 
Carignan.  

Each group holds an empty chair for anyone who wants to 
come and join the group. 

To learn more or join a group, contact Lead Facilitator:  
Shannon Smith @ shannonsmith20@gmail.com 
Or 320/630-6229 

 

Adult Religious Education Classes 8-45-

9:45 a.m. & Mindfulness Sitting 9:15-

9:45 a.m.  

1st Sunday November Note:  Sandy Barnhouse will 
hold the make-up session of the Ancient Religions 
class on November 3 – review chapter 14.  Regular 
class on November 10 – review chapter 15.  The 
class will then adjourn until March 10 to resume in 
later spring-summer months.  
2nd Sunday of the month, 8:45- 9:45 a.m. – Sandy 

Barnhouse leads the Ancient Religions Class using 

Sacred Pleasures as resource.   

3rd Sunday of the month, 8:45 – 9:45 a.m.  – Ellen 

Eastby will lead a discussion using the book, White 

Fragility by Robin Diangelo. 

4th Sunday of the month, 8:45-9:45 a.m. Bob 

Worner leads the discussion completing the book, 

Unbelievable by Jon Shelby Spong.    

Each Sunday of the month, 9:15 – 9:45 a.m., Stan 

Carignan leads Mindfulness Sitting @ #300 

Sverdrup Suites. 

  

Website:  

www.ucofu.org 

mailto:maryanderson8380@msn.com
http://www.ucofu.org/
http://www.ucofu.org/
http://www.facebook.com/www.ucofu.org
mailto:maryanderson8380@msn.com
mailto:mwarhol7up@gmail.com
https://soundcloud.com/user-927528278
https://soundcloud.com/user-927528278
mailto:shannonsmith20@gmail.com


Notes from October Speakers 
October 6 - Shannon Smith, "First, Do No Harm."  Podcast @ https://soundcloud.com/user-

927528278/shannon-smith-october-6-2019 

Attendance:  48  

October 13 – Sydney Bauer, “Morris Model: Sustainability in Rural Minnesota.” Please contact 
Betsy Wells to get a copy of the power point materials.  Podcast link @ 
https://soundcloud.com/user-927528278/the-morris-model-how-rural-mn-is-engaging-in-the-
climate-crisis-sydney-bauer-oct-13-2019. 
Attendance:  43 

October 20 - Noreen Hautala, “Whiteness and Reconciliation.”  Podcast link @ 
https://soundcloud.com/user-927528278/whiteness-and-reconciliation-noreen-hautala-october-
20-2019 
 
Attendance:  35  
 
October 27 – Ann Reed, “Gift of Age.”  Podcast link @ @ https://soundcloud.com/user-
927528278/ann-reed-singer-songerwriter-october-27-2019 
 
Attendance: 67 
 

      
The dedication of Carter Owen Dukart was performed by Bob Worner and Grandmother, 
Debra Ferguson at the October 27, 2019 Sunday service.  Parents - Joshua David Dukart & Sara 
Ferguson Dukart (daughter of Deb Ferguson  and Kip Thanel); God Parents - Meagan Dresow & 
Trevor Tharaldson;  Paternal Grandparents - Duke Dukart & Susanne Dukart. 
 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsoundcloud.com%2Fuser-927528278%2Fshannon-smith-october-6-2019&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdbe547fe320449a873b308d75189214e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637067521712011894&sdata=HRXdNHFC9X3glz99c71gb78EX6P7kJnRN6iSo%2Fmq%2Bos%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsoundcloud.com%2Fuser-927528278%2Fshannon-smith-october-6-2019&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdbe547fe320449a873b308d75189214e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637067521712011894&sdata=HRXdNHFC9X3glz99c71gb78EX6P7kJnRN6iSo%2Fmq%2Bos%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsoundcloud.com%2Fuser-927528278%2Fthe-morris-model-how-rural-mn-is-engaging-in-the-climate-crisis-sydney-bauer-oct-13-2019&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd83ad049a64f4955faa208d75024589d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637065989335792484&sdata=NUiAUo91k2u62S1sqgXDKvjc42RS%2BEc113vgCGR8XTw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsoundcloud.com%2Fuser-927528278%2Fthe-morris-model-how-rural-mn-is-engaging-in-the-climate-crisis-sydney-bauer-oct-13-2019&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd83ad049a64f4955faa208d75024589d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637065989335792484&sdata=NUiAUo91k2u62S1sqgXDKvjc42RS%2BEc113vgCGR8XTw%3D&reserved=0
https://soundcloud.com/user-927528278/whiteness-and-reconciliation-noreen-hautala-october-20-2019
https://soundcloud.com/user-927528278/whiteness-and-reconciliation-noreen-hautala-october-20-2019
https://soundcloud.com/user-927528278/ann-reed-singer-songerwriter-october-27-2019
https://soundcloud.com/user-927528278/ann-reed-singer-songerwriter-october-27-2019


Children’s Religious Education 
Bible story lessons continued with a quick review for those 
who had missed some - finished with Joseph (coat of many 
colors) and a brief start on the Biblical flood and Noah.  Per 
the parents’ request, learning the stories of the Bible helps 
the children interact with non-UU children raised with 
familiarity of these stories so our children are not at a 
complete loss in understanding – given with emphasis on 
the UU viewpoints that these are shared stories passed 
down the generations.  We did some art, lunch and then a 
dance party - Reece is a true whiz at break dancing and Amari and Lillie had some energetic 
tricks also.  The two youngest just wanted someone to hold them until they could get back to 
Mommy.  Lorelei seemed content to play with stuffed animals, etc.  
 
On a later Sunday, Lorelei enjoyed time with Wally appreciating the fall leaves.   
 

  On October 27, we used lesson 12 about hospitality from the UUA 
Creating Home series. We heard the story of John 
Murray and how he started a Universalist church in 
New Jersey in 1770. The hospitality of a stranger 
encouraged him to stay where the wind ran his ship 
aground, and to establish a new church and become 
its preacher. 
 
We practiced acting out hospitality in our church 

home, and then made windsocks to show us which 

way the wind is blowing. 

Children’s Religious Education provides an hour for the children to learn 
respect for each other and for the space around them without putting undue 
pressure on them to “sit still and behave.”  It is a safe space for them to learn who they are and 
to accept themselves and each other.  Lessons are built around the activities as they interact 
with the leaders and each other.   



Challenges of variance of attendance, ages, attention spans, leader 
availability continue but we are pleased with who we have and what we 
do.  The Fergus Falls U Group has volunteered now as their church 
project to help with the Children’s RE program and we welcome with 
open arms their promised contribution.  
 
Kris Warhol, Coordinator, extends an “Invitation and greeting from Suite 
300. The Space we hold for open minds and hearts. Our children are our 
future. It is our commitment every Sunday to have consistency of 
leaders teaching form a variety of resources.  
 
We welcome those interested to participate.” Please contact Kris 
Warhol for more information. 
mwarhol7up@gmail.com.” 

Thanks to the Facility Committee and Outdoor Renovations, 
we now have a connection between the church and 
Sverdrup Suites.  And it is spectacular! 

 
 

Introducing New Members 
New members who signed the “silver” membership book were introduced at the formal 
welcome with the congregation on October 6.  Welcoming ceremonies are conducted twice a 
year, the first Sundays of March and October.  Please seek out and introduce yourselves to our 
latest new members.   

Lance Albers has long time accompanied his wife, Bonnie Bell 
Albers to church and recently signed the book to become a voting 
member.  Lance has helped with the children’s programs.  He is an 
artist.  His painting “Tree of Life” hangs at church by the upper 
level lift.  Check it out!   
 
Kelly Barrett  - Picture of 
Kelly and her oldest 

daughter Maggie, and her grandchildren or what 
passes for them. All in our power boat.  And yes, the 
canoe paddle is being used as a steering device due to 
a faulty rudder. 
  
“I first came to the UU’s with my mother, Mickie 
Edmonds. Because I don’t live nearby, my attendance 
is sporadic. But because the UU’s keep tugging at my 
heart I have become a member. The interesting people you find there, eclectic service topics 
and very fine music are a combination that simply can’t be found anywhere else. 

mailto:mwarhol7up@gmail.com


  
I am a wildlife biologist by trade. I have worked for four Federal Agencies, and for the past 30 
years the U.S. Forest Service on the Chippewa National Forest in northern Minnesota where I 
make my home. My husband, Ross and I live on a little farm where I tend some sheep, caretake 
a couple of horses, and we have all manner of chickens and fowl as well as a parade of dogs and 
cats. Drawn to the out of doors, many of my interests revolve around open spaces and the 
peace that can be found there. I garden, farm, build wreaths, do a little photography, camp, 
hunt, swim, and spend time in all kinds of boats - the smaller the better as far as I am 
concerned. My two grown daughters add a lot of interest to my life. Stories of our lives, my 
work, and our natural resources appear in a column known as Gifts from the Chippewa, which is 
also published on social media by the Forest Service.”  Kelly Barrett 
  
John Salmen – “I am the life partner of Ann Scher and grandfather of 
Edith, daughter of Lindsey Peck Scherloum and Jeremy Maxwell 
Parrish.  In 1970, Ann and I left the Twin Cities where we grew up and 
moved to Maryland where we raised our two daughters, and where 
Ann continues to be the evening/night Emergency Room Social 
Worker at Children’s National Hospital in Washington, DC.  There, as a 
Fellow of the American Institute of Architects, I have been writing, 
teaching and practicing, accessible and Universal Design; making 
commercial buildings, facilities, products and homes all over the US compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and/or usable by aging people and people with disabilities.   
 
Two years ago, we purchased the Maxwell property, in Richville, from Jeremy’s grandparents’ 
family estate, and I became a certified Permaculture Designer. Lindsey, Jeremy and I are 
employing Permaculture techniques to enrich the soil and woodlands and further enhance the 
sustainability of the property that they will homestead and where Ann and I hope to eventually 
retire.  In the meantime, I am living here most of the year, supervising construction projects on 
the farm but still maintaining a home and office in MD. 
 
Jeremy’s mother, Peggy Maxwell, introduced me to UCU and its amazingly creative, ethical 
congregation. I am so pleased to become a member and look forward to lending my support to 
the effort of demonstrating and encouraging responsible and ethical behavior in Ottertail 
County and throughout the world.”  John Salmen 
To learn more about John’s enterprises, see:  
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.UniversalDesign.com&amp;data=02%7C01
%7C%7Caca13210192c4b4f772308d75a602113%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C
637077241219823046&amp;sdata=khS0DrP%2FoGQVClzDgDZamG18LTcEyh8p21JQp0gf99I%3D&amp;r
eserved=0 
 
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.UDconsultants.com&amp;data=02%7C01%7
C%7Caca13210192c4b4f772308d75a602113%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63
7077241219823046&amp;sdata=zKlwBUzwttjXRkJXCqH59tGF0lUnYIFKcoXriLq7psc%3D&amp;reserved=
0 
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.UniversalDesign.com&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Caca13210192c4b4f772308d75a602113%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637077241219823046&amp;sdata=khS0DrP%2FoGQVClzDgDZamG18LTcEyh8p21JQp0gf99I%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.UniversalDesign.com&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Caca13210192c4b4f772308d75a602113%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637077241219823046&amp;sdata=khS0DrP%2FoGQVClzDgDZamG18LTcEyh8p21JQp0gf99I%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.UniversalDesign.com&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Caca13210192c4b4f772308d75a602113%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637077241219823046&amp;sdata=khS0DrP%2FoGQVClzDgDZamG18LTcEyh8p21JQp0gf99I%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.UniversalDesign.com&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Caca13210192c4b4f772308d75a602113%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637077241219823046&amp;sdata=khS0DrP%2FoGQVClzDgDZamG18LTcEyh8p21JQp0gf99I%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.UDconsultants.com&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Caca13210192c4b4f772308d75a602113%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637077241219823046&amp;sdata=zKlwBUzwttjXRkJXCqH59tGF0lUnYIFKcoXriLq7psc%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.UDconsultants.com&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Caca13210192c4b4f772308d75a602113%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637077241219823046&amp;sdata=zKlwBUzwttjXRkJXCqH59tGF0lUnYIFKcoXriLq7psc%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.UDconsultants.com&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Caca13210192c4b4f772308d75a602113%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637077241219823046&amp;sdata=zKlwBUzwttjXRkJXCqH59tGF0lUnYIFKcoXriLq7psc%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.UDconsultants.com&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Caca13210192c4b4f772308d75a602113%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637077241219823046&amp;sdata=zKlwBUzwttjXRkJXCqH59tGF0lUnYIFKcoXriLq7psc%3D&amp;reserved=0


Amanda Boyle Sutter and Robb Sutter were married in a beautiful 
ceremony at the church in July.  They live in Wendell.  They have 
provided special music and love gathering with their friends to play 
together around the campfire.  They are both friendly talkers so seek 
them out to swap stories of their life’s learnings.       

 
Because We Mean It, Robert Marshall, 73 Voices, 1972 

May those who follow after us sense our happiness, our involvement, 
our feelings of self-worth and group accomplishment. May we share 
with them not only our fears and uncertainties, but also the style with 
which we face down our troubles and shortcomings. Whether in 
laughing bravado or in steadfast determination, may we leave 
examples of endurance, of wisdom, of joy, and of compassion. From our 
persistent stance, may those who follow learn of bravery and generous 
living. 

Life has a sweetness and a charm, for all its manifold failures and shortcomings and torments. A 
few years of peace, a few crusts of bread, a few words of love- and even the most pessimistic 
want to run the risk of life. It takes so little to make us happy, and so much to make us sad. If 
this were not so, the human race long since would have given up! We are here because we have 
not given up.  We are here to continue to risk all for life. We are here because we mean it!  

Upcoming Events in November 
Coffee Conversations Raffle 

November 10 
2 – 8 p.m. 

The UCU congregation is invited to the Art Raffle for Coffee Partners. All are welcome, but only 
past participants who have been enlarging your knowledge of what you have in common with 
someone of another persuasion will be eligible for the raffle. Even if you have not participated 
yet, you are welcome to come. It’s not required but, appreciated if you bring finger food and/or 
your preferred beverage. Raffle-able items also are welcome. Come whether or not you bring 
something to share. Not a sit-down meal, but a wandering-around Salon. Parlor games. 2 p.m.-8 
p.m. Raffle at 4 p.m. Barnhard Arts, Co Hwy 1 & 35, six miles north of Underwood.  Sandy 
Barnhouse 

 

Watch for upcoming information on available videos of recent webinars.   
A Year of Learning and Connection 
for Smaller Congregations Recordings for All Congregations to Share Listening   

• Smalls Making a Big Difference October 16 

• Right Sizing Your Congregation’s Operations Nov. 13 

• Stewardship and Sustainability for the Long-Haul Jan. 15   

• Being Beloved Community Feb. 12 
 



Black Lives UU Harper-Jordan Memorial Symposium: https://www.blacklives 

 

Save the Date 
Curry & Carols  

December 8  
  

Annual Curry and Carols December 8, following 
Sunday service, John Minge, assisted by others, will, 
for the 7th year, provide his curry dinner featuring 
authentic Indian cuisine.  John came to love and 
learned to cook these foods after visiting India 
many years ago.  Following the dinner, there will be 
opportunity to singing songs of the season.  Please 
join us!    
 

Living Out Our UU Principles 
Minnesota United Acts of Kindness Week 

November 18th-22th is Minnesota United Acts of Kindness Week.  
A week dedicated to promoting kindness, generosity, and love through acts of 

kindness toward friends, neighbors, and strangers alike. 
 

A simple act of kindness can change someone’s day and can spark a chain reaction. It does 
not need to be a grand gesture; it can be walking your neighbor’s dog, buying a coffee for a 
co-worker, helping an elder with their groceries, or holding the door open for a stranger. As 
proclaimed by Governor Mark Dayton, "Random acts of kindness and compassion 
positively impacts our communities, our state and the world."  
 
The effort is the work of 40 United Ways across the state who are challenging Minnesotans 
to make the world a little better by spreading good will and showing your support by 
wearing your Live United T-shirt.  
 
United Way of 1000 Lakes would like to invite you to join the movement and take the Acts 
of Kindness Challenge. The details are simple: for five days, do at least one random act of 
kindness, big or small, every day.  Submitted by Janell Miersch, Chair of 
Social/Environmental Justice Committee 
 

In November, We Give Special Thanks! 
Gifts in Gratitude 

This November month of Thanksgiving is the time we give thanks for the 
gifts we receive and from our abundance, the gifts we give.  We give of our 
time, our talents and our money.   
 

https://www.blacklives/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unitedwayof1000lakes.org%2FPortals%2F2%2FDocuments%2FActs%2520of%2520Kindress%2F2017_11_06_11_10_Minnesota%2520Acts%2520of%2520Kindness%2520Week%2520Proclamation.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C448fc0b50bd6422f27b408d757ba1b6a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637074329141430837&sdata=jCdSmjN17pwxSmgjse5jjpBngUD4kq4LIHZ9BZth374%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unitedway.org%2Flocal%2Funited-states%2Fminnesota&data=02%7C01%7C%7C448fc0b50bd6422f27b408d757ba1b6a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637074329141440842&sdata=gcC7BIzgBBXbs5tEO7RW1pmnxLd62%2F4qkqkwOrh51Mw%3D&reserved=0


Gifts of money  
The annual operating budget of the Unitarian Church of Underwood 
consists entirely of Sunday collections and other financial gifts.  
Your financial pledges maintain the building, inspirational speakers 
and program offerings, supplies, equipment, etc. etc.  From fiscal year April 1- September 30, 
collections totaled $24,025 exceeding projected collections of $23,200.  During that same period, 
church expenses totaled $19,823 against the projected budgeted expenses of $22,967. Much of the 
savings have resulted from not yet replacing the administrative position.   A large portion of the budget 
pays for special guest speakers.  It also pays for having this church where we gather to share, inspire, 
reflect and be grateful.  Thank you for your generosity!   
 
Total income from Sverdrup Suites is $5,323 (insurance and property taxes paid in October, so 
income will decrease by about $3,000 in next month), but still should continue to be a net 
gain/profit. Ron Roller, Treasurer; Dave Sanderson, Stewardship Committee Chair.   
 

Gifts of Treats 
Our Sunday social hour is a special time to reflect on 
speakers, visit with friends, and catch up on church 
happenings.  Coffee and treats are just a part of the 
gathering.  Bringing treats is an easy way to give.   To 
make it easy:  Find a partner and team it!  Bring 
something for the freezer to be served when there is a 
shortage of sign-ups.  Keep it simple.  Plan to arrive 
early and stay late 
to help with the 
set-up and clean-up.  Have fun greeting all those who go through the line.  Your help behind the 
scenes adds to the church community experience. Those who bring the treats are much 
appreciated.  So are the steady kitchen coordinators who regularly arrive early to make coffee, 
stay late to clean up and make sure, it is a coordinated effort!  Kitchen Coordinators:  Mary 
Anderson, Alison Francis, Janell Miersch, Bonnie Shower, Mary Worner and newly added, 
Robbyn Navatto.   
 

Gifts of Welcome 
UCU is noted by first timers and those who continue to 
come as a welcoming community.  Former UUA 
President, Peter Morales recommended that “welcome” 
be extended at least seven (7) times on any one occasion.  
We welcome at the front door, we welcome upstairs as 

folks enter the sanctuary, we welcome those who take a pew with a nod or hand-shake, or a 
hug and extend greeting to each other at social hour.  Velkommen.  Are you extending yourself 
to welcome others at least one of the seven times?  Sign up to be a greeter, stick out your hand, 
invite someone to join you at your table. Velkommen!!  Greeters Coordinators:  Alison Francis & 
Kris Warhol   
 

 



Gifts to Our Own 
Molly Delarbre and her family thank all those who contributed food 
and other items after the birth of Evangelina, now one of 7 daughters 
with just Charlie, one son of Josh and Molly.  Molly says, “My church 
really demonstrates the meaning of community!”  
 
 
Share your time, your talents, your passions as a part of the Unitarian 
Church of Underwood’s community!  Wonder where you fit?  See Mary Anderson or other 
member – they’ll help you find your place to share your gifts!!  It is with gratitude we give; it is 
with gratitude we receive.   
 

Mountain Thoughts 
By John Muir during the 1870s, collected by Linnie Marsh Wolfe and published in John of the 

Mountains (1938) 
Here is calm so deep, grasses cease waving. . . . Wonderful how completely everything in wild 
nature fits into us, as if truly part and parent of us. The sun shines not on us but in us. The rivers 
flow not past, but through us, thrilling, tingling, vibrating every fiber and cell of the substance of 
our bodies, making them glide and sing. The trees wave and the flowers bloom in our bodies as 
well as our souls, and every bird song, wind song, and; tremendous storm song of the rocks in 
the heart of the mountains is our song, our very own, and sings our love.  
 

“Sustainability” Conversation  
The Community Conversations Event about Sustainability was a great success!  It was held 
on October 24 at the First Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls, attracting approximately 82 
attendees who were treated to great speakers on the subject of “Sustainability” and how it 
affects our lives and future.  The event began with a welcome from County Commissioner 
Wayne Johnson. The Keynote Speaker was Troy Goodnough, Sustainability Director at the 
University of MN Morris who shared information on the great work being done in Morris, 
MN.  He had a colleague with him from Germany who also shared work his community is 
involved in to benefit our world.  
 
Local "lightening round" speakers included Mayor Ben Schierer who talked about Fergus 
Falls becoming a Prairie City; Cedar Walters, Otter Tail County Solid Waste Management 
sharing facts about solid and hazardous waste as well as recycling; Karen Terry, U-MN 
Water Resources Extension Educator who discussed water quality; Beth Monke, Fergus 
Falls Citizen's Climate Lobby who spoke about the bipartisan bill introduced to Congress; 
and finally Chris Waltz, OtterTail Power Company who talked about their power sources 
and rebate programs. There were many questions from the audience after each speaker.  
 
Sustainable Agriculture, Otter Tail Power, Otter Tail County Solid Waste Management, U-
MN Extension and Citizens Climate Lobby had informational booths both before and after 
the presentations.  The moderator summarized the lightening round speakers and shared 
ways we as citizens of Ottertail County can assist in being environmentally responsible.  



 
Thanks to all of the organizers, speakers, attendees, workers, and people who donated to 
the event.   
 
Part two of the project will be a Climate Change event with keynote speaker, Dr. Mark 
Seeley, U-MN Steeley Climatologist Emeritus on April 2, 2020.  Stay tuned for details. Report 
submitted by Janell Miersch, UCU Social/Environmental Justice Committee Chair.   
 

 

We are Part of the Larger UU 
Stronger Together: Share Justice Strategies with the Unitarian Universalist 

Service Committee! 
Robbins Parlor, Unity Church-Unitarian, St. Paul, Saturday November 2, 2:00-

4:00pm 
For the past two years, the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) has focused its organizing 

efforts on the Central America migration crisis and on environmental justice, particularly with 

communities displaced by climate change. In light of the urgency of both issues, UUSC is increasing its 

programmatic outreach to congregations in order learn about and amplify successes, and to help 

strategize when there are roadblocks. 

The Rev. Kathleen McTigue, recently named as UUSC’s Director for Activism and Justice Education, will 

be with us on Saturday, November 2, from 2:00-4:00pm, to share UUSC’s strategies on its two core 

issue areas and to listen to how our area congregations are engaging the issues locally. Rev. McTigue is 

eager to hear about your creative strategies, your partnerships with grassroots groups, and the areas 

where you’re feeling puzzled or stuck and where UUSC resources or expertise might be of help. Please 

join us — we’re stronger together! 

Prayer of Reconciliation 
By Anne Barker 

From:  https://www.uua.org/worship/words/prayer/prayer-reconciliation 
 

We gather with a hunger for reconciliation. 
What is done cannot be undone. 

What is done next must now be done with care. 
We gather because we are hopeful, 

Because we have visions and dreams of a brighter future. 
That there may be more than vision in this room, 
These are the wounds we must heal together— 

Grief and anger for all that has been lost, 
Guilt or fear in the reliving, 

Pain that has gone without sufficient comfort, 
Mistrust that was earned, that continues burning still, 

https://www.uua.org/offices/people/anne-barker


Every injury we may have named, and yet still carry, 
Those we haven’t, can’t, or dare not speak aloud, 

Those we are not ready to make public, 
Those still not recognized, accepted, understood. 
These are the wounds that seek replacement— 

Not cancellation or denial, 
Wounds we will tend cautiously, 

Applying the salve of understanding, 
Forming scars that mark our history, 

Without disfiguring the future we might share. 
This is not a time of quick solutions, fancy talking. 
This is a slow precision. This is a prayer for peace. 

We are new at this endeavor. New at listening, new at hearing. 
New at taking enough time to honestly receive one another’s stories. 

What is done cannot be undone. 
What is done next must now be done with care. 

We gather because we are hopeful, 
Because we have visions and dreams of a brighter future. 

May the strength of this time together help us to walk forward. 
May the wisdom of this experience help us to know our path. 

May we have the courage to return, as often as necessary, until our way is clear. 
May we have the perseverance, together, to see it through. 

May we cause it to be so. 
Source: "To Wake, to Rise" by Anne Barker 

 

We are part of the larger world 
From Palu, Indonesia  

 
In 2012-13, Mary Anderson was host mom to 
Fikrirahmat, a high school foreign exchange 
student from Indonesia (and Elshan Mirzazade 
from Azerbijan).  Fikri has now graduated from 
university in Istanbul, Turkey, is married and he 
and his wife, Citra have returned to Indonesia 
where he is working for the organization he 
describes in his latest email to “Mom.”  Fikri is 
working directly with the affects of climate 

change in his home nation, living out what we just talk about that is known to be happening.    
 
“October 29, 2019 
Hi Mom,  

http://www.uuabookstore.org/To-Wake-To-Rise-P18187.aspx


I have just returned from Palu, Central Sulawesi province of Indonesia. The city was hit by earthquakes 

and tsunami last year. Besides that, the city also had liquefaction, which is a condition when some parts 

of land collapse due to unstable ground. The liquefaction place would seem to be a normal place 

because the trace of liquefaction is hard to be noticed. The city itself was very quiet, unlike other 

province capitals that I ever visited which is usually crowded. I suppose this condition is due to the 

disaster that affected the city’s economy.  

Now I could also figure out how big Indonesia is. When I was in Turkey, it took only 2 hours to take me 

from Istanbul to the border of Turkey and Iraq. Unfortunately, it took me 2.50 hours to Palu and I was 

not even close to the border of Indonesia and the Philippines. Palu is still in the middle of Indonesia. 

That would take a lot longer to reach the eastern part of Indonesia.  

 

Did you ever see a place that was hit by a tsunami? I attached the photo below. The beach was a 

popular touristic place of Palu before the tsunami hit. The Yellow Bridge near the beach was also an icon 

of Palu before which now is damaged and no longer in use. Some parts of Palu also had liquefaction 

shown in some of the other photos I attached. The place seemed normal to me but believe it or not, the 

houses on top of the area were swallowed by the land and the land also collapsed. The photo I took 

from a bridge that is no longer used since the land across it was collapsed as deep as 5 meters. I also 

went to the neighboring city of Palu, Sigi regency. Due to the earthquake, the roads that used to be 

smooth, now are full of cracks and very bumpy. The situation becomes worse when the bridges along 

the road connecting villages are destroyed. Thanks to the army’s construction and support units who 

worked around the clock to build temporary bridges that they finished in just a few days. The army also 

cleans the road so that the aid supplies can be delivered to the affected people. Our team also had some 

difficulties in carrying out the program due to the language barrier. The team had the village chief with 

them so that the chief could explain the program in the local language.  

My foundation also took part in providing relief to the affected people in Palu. We already built 

hundreds of shelters, toilets, water fountains, etc. for the people. Unfortunately, another disaster hit 

Sigi Regency. A flood-hit a village that completely relocated the village to another place. All houses were 

buried under mud, sands, etc., making the houses useless.   Now, the majority of the villagers are living 

in temporary tents. The proposal that I told you before was for these people to build additional shelters 

for them. I myself witnessed their harsh living conditions. I am thinking of the children and women 

because they are the most vulnerable group in that condition. No privacy, no security so that they are 

easily sexually harassed.  

I also visited an orphanage in Palu which has very unfortunate living conditions. No bed to sleep, no 

proper toilet, and bathroom. I myself cannot live in that condition. Yet the children that I talked to were 

thankful to the condition that they were having. I supposed the children had been through a more 

unfortunate life. I am making a campaign now on a digital platform called Launchgood, a US-based 

fundraising website, https://www.launchgood.com/campaign/donation_for_orphanage_in_palu#!/ . 

Now we have collected 3100 USD but I still need 5000 USD more to renovate their orphanage and 

provide them with sleeping beds.  

 

After returning and witnessing the post-disaster places, I wonder: people, when they are living in normal 

life tend to be so proud of their identity, the religion that they believe in, the language that they speak, 

the nationality or tribe that they belong too. What I saw in Palu and Sigi, those identities had no 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.launchgood.com%2Fcampaign%2Fdonation_for_orphanage_in_palu%23!%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfaedf0490f6045a2dc2a08d75ceeb2cc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637080052813402841&sdata=U5RbF%2Bmy6pV7fRnLEuIT8lH%2FgJNReSmOx8WqMtFMwSo%3D&reserved=0


meaning at all in the time of disaster. What you care about the most is about humanity, which is to be 

good and helpful to others. What you know is that people in front of you are needing help. Before the 

disaster, I supposed the community was divided into many identities. Yet, what I saw was no division of 

identity. I could hardly differentiate Muslims, Christian, or tribes. What I saw was just a group of people 

that needed help. That’s all. Should we live under disastrous atmosphere so that we can care more 

about humanity, understand more about each other, instead of being too proud of what we belong to 

so that we can live peacefully in this world, don’t you think?  

I am now waiting whether I will be sent to Ambon, an island in the eastern part of Indonesia that was hit 

by earthquakes. It will take a 4-hour direct flight to get there, further than Palu. The condition is bad 

there since there have been more than 1000 after quakes. Hygiene kits are now being delivered from 

another island to Ambon that will take 4-5 days. Ambon is a city located in Maluku islands. When the 

disaster hit, the supply chain in the island was disrupted so that all supplies were brought outside from 

the island which will take days.  

 
This used to be a straight smooth road and connected to the place where I stood. This is after the 

liquefaction. The picture on the right depicts another liquefaction. The original land was the top one 

with buildings with the picture taken from the land that dropped.  



        

This scene on the left used to be a river in the village. After the flood and series of disaster, the river no 

longer exists. The scene on the right used to be a neighborhood before the earthquake  

       

The government disaster mitigation agency is still working ineffectively as if they have not learned 

anything from previous disasters. I am glad that I am now given the chance to contribute to make the 

condition better instead of just complaining.  

We are doing well here, Mom. We are also glad that now we are back home in Indonesia. Turkey is now 

playing with fire I would say. The president of Turkey is very tough and have a centralized leadership. He 

already pushed Turkey beyond its limit challenging the regional and world power. He is the sole 

controller of Turkish politics now.  

I am so sorry my email goes too long sometimes, Mom. I have a lot in my mind as I keep wondering 

about my working place. 

Love you, 
Fikrirrahmat  
International Partnership Division 
Dompet Dhuafa Foundation, Indonesia 

 



An organization in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 
since 2016. Dompet Dhuafa, established on 3 July 1993, become a leading non-profit organization in Indonesia 
which raises dignity and devotion of humanity to help less fortunate people by utilizing Zakat funds, infaq, 
charity and endowments (ZISWAF) as well as other social funds that are halal (lawful and permissible) from 
individuals, groups, institution and companies. 
 

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF UNDERWOOD 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MINUTES—AS CORRECTED AND APPROVED 
September 18, 2019, BOARD MEETING 

Board members present:   Darryl Booker, Allison Francis, John Minge, Ron Roller, Connie Stigen,   Bob 

Worner,  and Shannon Smith 

Board members absent:  Kris Warhol, Bonnie Showers, and Tim Lanz  

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 P.M. by Board Vice- President Darryl Booker.  

1. A motion to approve the proposed agenda with some additions from the Board was passed.  

(Connie/Ron)  The items that were added were the following:  (1) what to do with the Johnson 

and Johnson stock;  (2) whether or not to have a reserve fund for building and facilities, (3) our 

non-profit status, and (4) the failed effort to fill the part-time administrative position. 

2. During the discussion of the agenda, Darryl gave a quick report on the status of the window 

repairs in the church sanctuary. 

3. A motion to approve the minutes for the July 2019 board meeting passed after a correction 

was proposed.  (Shannon/Ron)  The correction was that the minutes should show that, as a 

part of the August, 2019, board meeting,  two of the applicants for the administrative position 

were interviewed by the Board and that, after the interviews, the Board voted to make an 

offer of employment to one of the interviewed applicants.  Both of those things happened 

before the August board meeting was adjourned.  (My notes do not show who made and 

seconded the motion to approve the minutes with the correction.) 

4. Treasurer’s  Report:  Ron Roller presented a written balance sheet for the Church as of August 

31, 2019, and a written profit and loss statement for August, 2019.  He commented on each 

and there was some brief discussion of his reports.  

5. Reserve Fund:  Ron told the Board that a “reserve fund” has been suggested.  Such a fund 

would be used to pay for updates, repairs, and maintenance of Sverdrup Suites.  Ron indicated 

that Tere Mann has suggested that one possible approach would be to annually set aside in a 

separate fund 1% of the amount paid for Sverdrup Suites.  (The purchase price was $240,000.)  

The following motion was made, seconded, and passed:  that $2500 from Sverdrup Suites net 

income be set aside annually to cover the costs of updating, repairing, and maintaining 

Sverdrup Suites and that church general revenue be used  to fund this reserve fund if Sverdrup 

Suites net income is insufficient.  (Shannon/Allison) 

6. Non-profit status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code:  Ron reported that 

the Church is not on any list of tax-exempt entities under this statutory provision.  Such tax-

exempt status has apparently never been applied for.  However, the Church is tax-exempt 

under Minnesota state law and doesn’t need 501(c)(3) status according to the UUA.  However, 



Ron is wondering whether or not having 501(c)(3) status might have any effect on our 

foundation.  Ron said that he would talk to CPA Dick Pickett about this and report back to the 

Board at the next meeting. 

7. Johnson & Johnson stock:  Ron reported that the Church has about $14,000 worth of Johnson 

& Johnson stock and receives more each year from one of its members.  There is some 

question as to whether or not the Church should own such stock.  It has been suggested by 

the Stewardship committee that this be added to the foundation.  The owners have no 

objection to us doing whatever we want to do with the stock.  The following motion made, 

seconded, and approved:  That the J & J stock be sold and the proceeds of said sale be placed 

in the foundation.  (Allison/Connie) 

8. Vacant administrative position:   Ron reported that the individual who was recently offered 

the position initially indicated that she would accept it.  Two weeks later she said that she had 

changed her mind and would decline the offer.  This situation was discussed.  The discussion 

was generally on what we should do next.  There were sub-issues that were briefly addressed, 

including but not being limited to whether the position should remain a primarily clerical 

position or if it should be expanded into a broader position with significant administrative 

duties.  It was decided that this would require more discussion and that a special board 

meeting regarding only on what the needs as paid support staff and how we should proceed.   

Ron emphasized that proper notice of that special meeting must be made. 

9. Speakers Committee:  Alison reported that speakers and service leaders are being regularly 

lined up for the Sunday morning services.  Betsy Wells did a written report on recent speakers.  

That report was distributed to the Board before the board meeting. 

10. Membership Committee:  There was no report from this Committee.  However, Connie did say 

that there are four new members according to a memo that was put out by Kris Warhol. 

11. Celebrants:  Shannon reported that the celebrants continue to meet regularly and that they 

are reading and discussing books that are relevant to their serving as celebrants. 

12. Facilities Committee:  Darryl updated the Board on the activities that this committee is 

engaged in.  First, with regard to the sidewalk connecting Sverdrup Suites with the church 

building, that that is being arranged, that its cost (of about $700) is covered by the budget 

which was approved at the last annual meeting , and that therefore there is no action that the 

Board needs to  take on this at this time.  Second, the window restorer will soon be getting the 

windows from the church for the necessary restoration work; and the storm windows will be 

ready by the time that the restoration work is complete.   Also, regarding the windows, the 

Facilities Committee needs to pick colors for the windows; and we need to provide builder’s 

risk insurance and will do so once we know when the windows will be installed. 

13. Board Training:  This half-day training is scheduled for October 5 and will cost $375.  A motion 

to approve said expenditure was made, seconded, and passed.  (Bob/Shannon)  It was 

suggested that this training should be open to anyone in the Church who wanted to attend. 

14. UUA Webinars:  the Board was told that these webinars are a source of much good 

information. 

15. Church Foundation:  Ron indicated that congregational input regarding putting $200,000 into 

the foundation is being solicited. 



The meeting was adjourned shortly at 7:15.   The next board meeting will be on October 16, 2019, at 

5:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted this  25th day of October, 2019, by:  

John Minge, Secretary 

SUMMARY OF OCTOBER 16, 2019, BOARD MEETING OF UCU: 
The following are the main points of discussion and actions taken (if any) at the October 2019 Board 
meeting:  
1. Ron Roller reported that he had spoken to CPA Pickett and was told that he was assured by CPA 
Pickett and the UUA that the Church is not legally required to apply for 501(c)(3) status to be able to 
function as a nonprofit organization.  
2. Mary Worner was in attendance for the purpose of pointing out to the Board that we need to be 
aware of the fact that all three of the coordinator positions in the Church are being filled by Board 
President Kris Warhol. (Each of the three coordinators has certain Church committees/activities that 
that person is supposed to be overseeing—not necessarily in a really active way—and reporting on at 
the Annual Meeting.) These coordinator positions and who should fill them—Board members or 
others—were discussed.  
3. Ron Roller gave the Treasurer’s report—a three-page report. He commented on it and responded to 
questions. Generally speaking, the Church is in good financial shape.  
4. Ron Roller indicated that there was still some uncertainty regarding whether the existence of the 
Church’s foundation might necessitate applying for and acquiring 501(©)(3) status. Such an application 
would probably cost about $1000.  
5. The Board discussed at some length the proposal that it is presently considering to transfer $200,000 
of its funds into the foundation (probably more accurately referred to as its endowment fund). The 
general pros and cons were weighed. Because of some discomfort on the part of some of the Board 
members and the uncertainty regarding what might need to be done to make sure that the fund would 
not run afoul of any non-profit/tax-exempt status rules or laws, this subject was tabled until the next 
meeting. The Board seemed generally inclined to place a significant amount of money into the fund.  
6. The recent Board training was discussed. Those who attended it spoke highly of it.  
7. The vacant administrative/clerical position was discussed at length.  
 
Note:  The foregoing comments do not constitute the minutes of the meeting. They are meant only to 
give the Congregation of the Church a general but more timely sense of what happened at the October 
Board meeting.  
John Minge, Secretary   
10/25/19  
 

Further Note:  Monthly Financial Reports are available as a download or via mail from 
rollerolson@gmail.com or call Ron Roller at 218/770-0374 
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